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SUMMARY OF MEETING:

The ASTM F15.45 Subcommittee for Candle Products met at the Caribe Royale
Resort in Orlando, Florida. Minutes from the meeting are attached.

The next meeting of the Subcommittee is September 24 at the Omni Shoreham
Hotel, Washington, DC.



AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR TESTING AND MATERIALS'
SUBCOMMITTEE FOR CANDLE PRODUCTS (45)
OF F-15 COMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PRODUCTS
Caribe Royale Resort, Orlando, Florida
Friday, April 23, 2004
| Minutes:
Chairman Jim Becker, of Candle Solutions, called the meetmg to order at 8:30 AM. Jim

extended a specraI welcome to guests from ALAFAVE and the European Candle
_ Association. Persons yis) attendance mtroduced themselves

App‘_rolval of Minute's

‘The minutes from the Subcommittee meeting in Seattle, Washington on September 26,
2003 were reviewed and approved on a motion duly made and seconded.

App_ns{z"al of Agenda

A presentatlon by Mlehael Matthai was added to the agenda. It was noted that Jim would
présent the report on data evaluation, and that Bob Moss would present the report from
the Task Gronp on Srnokmg Changes to the agenda were made w:thout objeetlon o

Membershrp Report

Jim Bécker presented the report The Subcomrmttee has 80 voting (32 Producers, 5
Consumer 43 General) and 19 non-voting (5 Producer, 11 General, 3 Unclassified)
members. Several mermbers are eurrently unpa:ld Attendees wete asked to check the
Subcomrmttee mernbershlp roster for any niecessary address corrections.

European Candle Standard

Mrchael Matthai of Sasol Wax and the European Candle Association presented a
discussion on candle standards available and under development in‘Europe. Standard
CEN BT/TF 164 on Candle Fire Safety is being developed. The standard covers soot

index, safety specrﬁeatlons and safety : s1gns and’ warmngs. Candle sooting is stated as the

most nnportant quality requlrement for the consumer. Michael presented a slide showmg
soot measurement equ:pment Safety specr.ﬁcatrons included are flame size, ‘candle
-.stablhty, wax pool temperature, container temperature, self extmgulshmg and secondary

' w1ck1ng Due to language drﬂ'erences mn Europe prctograms are essential for warnings.

Inchided wammgs are to hever leave canidles unattended burn out of reach of chrldren o

and pets, keep away from ﬂammables and a minimum distance between candles.
Ideally, work by ASTM and in Europe can eventually lead to a set of mternatlonally
_ aecepted standards Mrehael will dlstrrbute the presentatlon via e-mail to Jim. I1rn
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mineral waxes, such as ozokerite. Ed Calcote of Shell read a definition proposed by the
ASTM Wax Subcommittee D02.10 with which Steve is satisfied. Other modified
definitions include that for gel candle. Keywords are being added to the standard. ‘The
final draft will be submitted to NCA lawyers to be certain that proposed changes do not
complicate trade issues. There was discussion on the definition for votive candles, and
Jim Becker asked the Subcommittee to provide feedback o the Task Group on possibly
adding dimensions to the definition of votives. Carl Hudson of ExxonMobil expressed
concern that placement of dimensions would limit producer creativity, and the sense of
the Subcommittee was that this was true. The definition will continue to be proposed
without fiirther modifications. Barb Miller of NCA suggested putting pictures of
products in the standard, similar to some ANSI standards. ’ o

Smoking Task Group

Bob Moss presented the Task Group report. The Subcommitee finding of non- _
‘persuasive for the negative vote received on the most recent ballot of the proposed visible
emissions method was upheld by F15, so the method has been approved as ASTM
Method F 2326. Bob recognized members of the Task Group instrumental in the
- development of the standard, and the early input of Dr. Schutz from Burope wis"

 recognized by George.. Bob reminded the Subcommittee that there are no pass/fail
critetia in the method, as it is to be used for data collection and comparison of candle
systems, "

Jim Becker presented the report. The revision of Candle Fire Safety Standard PS 59 is
ready for balloting, pending any action coming from this Subcommittee meeting. The
performance requirements included in the standard of flame height, secondary ignition,
end of useful life, and stability were summarized. o "

Eileen commented that she would like to remove the definition for end of useful life from
the terminology standard so that the same definition is not being balloted twice. Linda
Allison of S.C. Johnson expressed concern that several of the Terminology definitions are
contained in the Fire Safety standard. The Task Group has taken the position that it
would fike the definitions to be in PS 59, for clarity. This causes a problem of potentially
different definitions in two standards. Carl and Eileen also expressed an opinion that it
would be better to remove the definitions from the safety standard. Carl moved to have
the Task Group reconsider its position and remove the definitions. The motion was
seconded. The Subcommittee voted 20 yes and 1 no, with 7 abstaining. The Task Group

will reconsider at its meeting this afternoon,

It was noted that the end of useful life requirement will be extended to frdestanding
candles. It was also noted that changes in the burn test proceduire are proposed compared
to PS 59. Tealights are to be burned to completion, and gel candles are to be burned for
8-hour cycles. A note on “more stringent testing” is to be included, allowing use of
method modifications if they are at least as rigorous as the standard method. Jim Hoebel
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In section 5.2.4.7, Marcelo suggested adding “while taking care not to get too close to the

flame” to the last sentence. Rob suggested that highly trained technicians are aware that

flame is hot!

will potentially need a stop.” The sense of the Subcomnnttee is that there is little
difference between the variations and that the current wording is acceptable.

In section _5,3'.2;;;1'\;/12:110616 Suggested _ehaﬁgi'ng ?Th_c. platie may nee:‘cf a stop” f_0: “The plan_é B

Jim Becker went through the standard for further comment from the Subcommittee.
There was further discussion on section 1.2 . The sense of Subcommittee is to leave
wording as “should” and deal with.the votes received on ballot. It was noted that, in -
section 2, references to sampling plans have been dropped. Jim Hoebel wants to compare
the definition of flashover, which is a total fire involvement as understood by the fire
profession, to that in 3.2.13. There was discussion that candle professionals currently
understand our limited use of the term. It was suggested to say “candle flashover” =~
wherever the term “flashover” is cutrently used. The Subcommittee is agreeable with

this change. : -

Geoffrey Faires of Dial is concerned that tapers could be interpreted to fit into the
definition of freestanding candle contained in Section 3.2.9, The definition is to be
removed by Subcommittee directive, and the Subcommittee is not concerned with the
definition as it exists in the Terminology standard. However, George also expressed
concern, and this may be addressed further by the Terminology Task Group.

Ed provided ;atidnale for fh’e.'l 0.0 degree angle specified in the Standard, <es‘ a qqesti(:m_ )

was raised in a note passed to him as to the need for the specified accuracy,

George questioned in Sections 5.2.4.1 and 5.3.3.1 whether the Task Group’s intention for
removal of labels is accurately represented by the statement. He is also concertied that
there are already a number of requirements for label verbiage, without unnecessarily
adding words on label removal. The issue will be further discussed by the Task Group.

Jim Becker explained that the Task Group has not been able to replicate problems with
gel candles that seem apparent from the fire data. The appendix was added to the
Standard in order to try to address the apparent problems without putting undue testing
requirements on the gel-producing community. ‘ ‘

The Task Group will review recommended changes. The Subcommiittee should expect to
see the standard in a ballot in May. ‘Jim Hoebel suggested that the Subcommittee should
request concurrent balloting with F15 and F15.45. Depending on the number of negative
votes received, it may be necessary to call a special meeting of the Subcommittee
separate from the NCA September meeting. ' '

Bob Moss reported on Task Group activities toward a candle accessories specification. It
is currently envisioned as a provision for flammability testing. Although a gas flame has
been suggested as the ignition source for the method, the Task Group has decided that a
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